St. Ann School
Wednesday Memo

9/13/17

Lunch supervision volunteers must
arrive no later than 11:10 AM
(11:00 AM if possible).
Total for 18 Lunches for September:
$53.10.
Monday, Sept. 18
Supervision
Tuesday, Sept. 19
Supervision
Wednesday, Sept. 20
Supervision
Thursday, Sept. 21
Supervision
Friday, Sept. 22
Supervision

Bucky Books for the
8th Grade
Washington, D.C. Trip
Help support our 8th graders with their
trip to Washington, D.C. The 8th
graders are heading to Washington,
D.C. in early March. Students will have the opportunity
to visit the Smithsonian Museums, see the many
historical monuments, and hopefully have a chance to
tour our nation’s capitol building. To help with the cost
of the trip, Mrs. Grutzner is selling Bucky Books to
help raise money towards food costs. If you would like
to buy a book for $35, please let Mrs. Grutzner know at
julie.grutzner@stanns-school.org. Each book sold will
mean $15 towards food for the students. The sale ends
October 15. Thank you for your support.

Hawaiian Ham Sandwich
Clark, M.
Taco Salad
Frey (Quam)
Chicken Breast Sandwich
Haser
Italian Dunkers
Haser
Hamburger or Cheeseburger
McCoy

H&S Social Committee

St. Ann Book Fair

The first meeting of the H&S Social Committee will
take place in the school library on September 21 from
6:30-7:30 PM. If you are interested in being a committee
member and would like to join the meeting, please contact Jen Monthie at jenmonthie@hotmail.com.

The St. Ann Book Fair will be taking place October 5-8 in the
Lower Level by Healy Hall. Teachers and students will get a
preview of the books and a chance to create their
wish lists on Thursday, October 5. The Book Fair
will be open for business on Friday, October 6,
from 8:00 AM-3:00 PM during Grandparents’/
Special Persons’ Day, as well as on Saturday, October 7, from 4:30-6:30 PM and Sunday, October
8, from 8:45 AM-12:00 PM. Stop by and check it out! Books
make for great birthday and Christmas gifts!

School Picture Day
Order forms for school picture day on
Thursday, September 14 were sent home in your family
envelope last week. If you would like to order prints of
your child’s photos, please turn your order form in to
the school office no later than Thursday by 8:00 AM. If
you do not wish to order prints, your child’s picture will
still be taken for use in the school yearbook. If you need
another order form, please notify the school office.

Early Release Day
Monday, September 18, is an early release day.
Students will be released at 1:00 PM. There will
be NO afternoon Extended Care and NO afternoon
bus service. Thank you!

New at Lunch
Starting Monday, September 18, the St. Ann Lunch
Program will be offering an ala carte salad bar. Cold
lunch students will be allowed one trip to the salad bar
for $1.75. The salad bar is included at no charge for hot
lunch students. Items on the salad bar could include
seasonal fruits and vegetables, cottage cheese and other
dairy products, meat toppings, pasta salad, crackers, etc.
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Principal’s Corner
Courage
Welcome back to school everyone! I hope by this time the kids are accepting the familiar routines and the earlier bedtimes. I am back into my 5:00 a.m. routine as well although the ability to grasp a conversation before 9:00 a.m. is
still out of my reach. I may need a few more weeks to achieve full functioning capabilities.
Yesterday, our 7th graders participated in a retreat experience with three other Catholic Schools at St. Maria
Goretti. In all, there were approximately 125 excited tweens and a dozen or so students from Edgewood High School
acting as small group leaders. The retreat was hosted by Youth Frontiers, a non-profit group, whose mission, similar to
St. Ann’s, is to support a school community where students can thrive emotionally, socially, and academically. Each of
their grade-centered retreats focus on a specific theme, the 7th grade’s being “Courage.” The students spent the entire
day yesterday not only having fun and getting to know each other, but listening to testimonials on fear and courage and
finally being challenged to overcome their personal fears in order to stand up for others and be true to themselves.
Amidst all the fun, I have to admit that there was a point when I was a bit concerned that these middle schoolers
might be enjoying the fun but missing the point. How wrong I was, however, when at the end of the retreat, students
were asked to answer the following: “My act of courage will be…because…” After some silent reflection, students
were invited to come to the middle of the circle, take the mic, introduce themselves, and read their responses. I was
nearly brought to tears as student after student came forward to share his or her response. Their responses were more
than I had expected not because I didn’t think they would be thoughtful and serious but, rather, because I had not expected the deep level of maturity that these “kids” exhibited. Several of their acts of courage entailed being “true to
thyself” and choosing “right over wrong,” and standing up for another. This first part I expected. It was the “because”
portion of the statement that blew me away. The kids were brutally honest, often describing how they had gossiped
about others or been unkind to someone. Likewise, their reasons to be courageous were self-sacrificing with the ultimate goal to bring peace and happiness to someone else. One of the most touching was a girl who stated that her courageous act was going to be to ask forgiveness of those she had been unkind to. Again, not because it would make her
feel better but because she wanted the others to know that they did not deserve to be on the receiving end of her cruelty.
Wow!
At the conclusion of the retreat after a short prayer service, I found myself wishing that we adults participated in
this sort of retreat experience. Perhaps we think of ourselves as too grown up for a retreat on courage or too above having to answer a statement that asks us to specifically commit to one act of courage and explain why. Perhaps if more of
us were given the opportunity, we would spend less time thinking and more time doing. I am looking forward to following up with all our middle school students to see what acts of courage are in their hearts and how we can all work to
make those ideas a reality.

Kara Roisum, Principal
St. Ann Parish Festival is this weekend, September 16 and 17. Join in the festivities of children’s games, live music,
raffles, silent and live auctions, along with many other fun things. Register at stannparish.weconnect.com for the 5K
run/walk on Saturday at 7:30 AM.

St. Ann’s Helping Hands

Tutoring Services

There is an information meeting for a
newly formed group at St. Ann’s.
St. Ann’s Helping Hands is a service
club created by a St. Ann’s student. To
learn more about the club, please attend the meeting
scheduled for Tuesday, September 19, from 3:30-4:30
PM in the school library. If you would like more information, please contact Maria Weesner at
mariaweesner@gmail.com.

If you are interested in tutoring services
for your child(ren), check out the information card in the
display case outside the school office. Launch is a program created by Simone Frame and is designed to help
students with speech and reading. If you would like
more information, visit www.launchtherapies.com.
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